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This baleful spirit of passivity degenerated into a criminal act
when it refused even, through 'mortal lassitude, to occupy the
defensive positions it had built, corresponding to the character of
the people nourished on propaganda to retire mentally into them-
selves and politically to restrict their activities to " their own
empire ".
The papier timbre complex, creator of the Maginot line fixation,
of pacifist " moral rearmament", the 4t don't care " attitude and
the " hedging " of problems caused by the memory of the severe
loss of blood suffered during the " First Germanic War " and
the weak circulation of coagulated blood in a body enfeebled by
arterio-sclerosis, could have been, adequate as it was from a
physical, material and spiritual viewpoint, salutary even for the
country, had it still had sufficient strength to exploit the " rights
patent " of defensive policy, to stick to the *4 written agreement "
and eventually fight for it. But it collapsed even before the first
enemy attack as if the defensive fortresses were built, not of
cement, but of the manifest expression of this spirit: the
innumerable issues of the Journal OfficieL
The Central Europeans in France, whether in their private or
commercial activities, came everywhere up against this papier
timbre complex, both in the material sense and figuratively. Such
methods, unknown anywhere in Europe, were entirely strange to
them and they remained at first with mouths agape when land-
lords presented them with agreements drawn up on official dull
yellow paper and containing innumerable clauses covering every
imaginable contingency, even for perfectly straightforward leases
or tenancies of merely a few weeks* duration, only to find later
on that their calculations had all been quite useless, since new
taxes and unexpected dues were immediately relegated to the
tenant and added to the rent. They were still more surprised
when, proudly producing their papier timbre, they attempted to
take action in court. They then learned that while every French-
man had the right to summon any person* even if resident in
China, before .a French court, the foreigner did not ** exist in
law " in France because he was not recognised, as residing there;
only after much hesitation of the High Courts was this injustice
remedied. These foreigners thought they could now congratulate
themselves on the fact that " justice in France is free *\ but they
were soon to become aware that the Frenchman likes to make use
of long words, with which to hide disagreeable facts even from
himself, as an attractive embellishment. They found that the
Courts of Justice, called in short "Le Palais *% over the gilt